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Executive Summary
In recent years, America has witnessed a disturbing rise in antisemitism and in political 
violence. Scholars and observers have long suspected a fundamental link between 
antidemocratic movements and antisemitic worldviews. However, little research has 
been conducted to investigate exactly that interaction, particularly whether Americans 
who support political violence also believe antisemitic tropes and the magnitude of how 
these pernicious sentiments overlap.

A new national poll from ADL (Anti-Defamation League) and the University of Chicago 
Project on Security and Threats (CPOST) found that highly antisemitic Americans are 
three times more likely to support violence to achieve certain political goals compared 
to the general population.

The nationally representative survey of nearly 8,000 Americans, fielded by the National 
Opinion Research Center (NORC) at the University of Chicago, probed the relationship 
between antisemitic attitudes, support for political violence and antidemocratic 
conspiracy theories. The survey was fielded from March 30 to May 5, 2023, using 
respondents randomly drawn from NORC’s AmeriSpeak panel of over 50,000 U.S. 
adults. The survey has a margin of error of plus or minus 1.5 percent. The study is 
the first to establish a clear relationship between antisemitism, political violence and 
antidemocratic conspiracy theories on both ends of the political spectrum in the United 
States today.

Americans who accept multiple particularly hateful anti-Jewish tropes express support 
for the use of violence to restore Donald Trump to the presidency three times more than 
the general population (15% vs. 5%).  Likewise, they also support the use of force for 
political causes associated with the left, including abortion rights, minority voting rights, 
and preventing police brutality, about two times more than the general population.

While a relatively small segment of the American public – about 10 million adults – 
holds both high levels of antisemitism and express support for political violence for any 
of the causes we examine, this is more than the total number of Jews in America. The 
findings shed light on the role that those conspiracy-fueled hatreds play in threatening 
American democracy.
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Main findings of the study include:

• Highly antisemitic Americans (defined as individuals who accept multiple  
anti-Jewish tropes) are more likely to support political violence for causes they 
believe in, whether on the political right or left.

• Highly antisemitic Americans are two to three times more likely to support 
political violence to achieve far right goals, such as preventing the teaching of 
“critical race theory,” preventing Trump’s prosecution, and preserving the rights 
of whites. Highly antisemitic Americans are also more than twice as likely to 
support political violence for goals associated with the left, such as restoring the 
federal right to abortion, preventing police brutality, and preserving voting rights 
for minorities.

• Highly antisemitic Americans are twice as likely to support dangerous 
antidemocratic conspiracies, such as those declaring the U.S. is a “Christian 
nation,” believing that white Christians are oppressed or that white people will 
have less rights than minorities in the future (i.e., the “Great Replacement” idea).

• Compared to the general population, highly antisemitic Americans are  
three times more likely to support political violence to restore Donald Trump  
to the presidency.

• Among highly antisemitic Americans, support for a “national divorce” between 
Red/Republican and Blue/Democratic states is over twice that in the general 
population (33 percent vs. 16 percent).

• Among highly antisemitic Americans, support for ignoring the U.S. Constitution  
is nearly three times greater than in the general population (31 percent 
versus 13 percent).

It is important not to overstate the findings in this report or exaggerate the risks of 
actual violence given the myriad psychosocial factors that intervene between beliefs 
and actual behavior. The central value of our findings is that the relationship among 
antisemitism, political violence and antidemocratic conspiracy theories is quite robust 
and so likely to persist, at least in the near term, even as magnitudes of specific 
attitudes among Americans vary.
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Introduction
This study was conducted against a background of surging antisemitism. Recent 
research by the ADL has tracked the growth of antisemitism in America, measured  
in several different ways, including antisemitic sentiment and antisemitic incidents 
(assault, harassment, and vandalism). Meanwhile, FBI Statistics on hate crimes 
continue to show antisemitic crimes as representing the majority of religion-based  
hate crimes.

The increase in antisemitism is occurring at a time when Americans across the political 
spectrum are also expressing deep distrust of long-standing democratic norms, 
institutions and processes. Significantly, once-fringe extremist beliefs, including belief 
in antisemitic conspiracy theories, have increasingly become mainstream, amplifying 
distrust in democracy and support for violent “solutions,” including those targeting 
scapegoated communities.

Since June 2021, CPOST has conducted nearly a dozen nationally representative 
surveys on American attitudes toward political violence and distrust of democracy. 
CPOST “Dangers to Democracy” surveys have progressively expanded to cover a 
wide range of attitudes related to violent support for grievances across the political 
spectrum. They reveal widespread skepticism about American democratic institutions, 
distrust of political elites, and a willingness to contemplate political violence, on both 
the left and the right. Further, they provide current context for CPOST’s analysis of the 
demographics and motives of those who attacked the U.S. Capitol on January 6. The 
CPOST surveys also showed a significant correlation between support for rightwing 
political violence and belief in conspiracy theories that ADL had long documented  
as being founded on or laced with antisemitism.

For the current study, ADL and CPOST came together in the spring of 2023 to 
investigate whether these two national threats – antisemitism and support 
for political violence – are related. Our approach is based on a new nationally 
representative survey of about 8,000 American adults that asks questions that allow 
us to compare the prevalence of antisemitic beliefs among supporters of political 
violence for right and left causes (and the reverse) as well as the relationship  
of antisemitic and antidemocratic political conspiracy beliefs.

Evidence of that relationship, revealed by this study, provides insight into why 
antidemocratic sentiment and antisemitic violence have increased at the same time,  
as well as the role antisemitism may play in certain particularly egregious threats  

https://www.adl.org/resources/report/antisemitic-attitudes-america-topline-findings
https://www.adl.org/resources/report/audit-antisemitic-incidents-2022
https://cde.ucr.cjis.gov/LATEST/webapp/#/pages/explorer/crime/hate-crime
https://cpost.uchicago.edu/publications/
https://cpost.uchicago.edu/research/apv/
https://cpost.uchicago.edu/research/apv/
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to U.S. democracy. It also leads to better understandings of the threat of antidemocratic 
violence and its potential for stirring up still more antisemitism, including antisemitic 
violence. Finally, it sheds light on the role that conspiracy-fueled hatreds play 
both with respect to antisemitism and support for political violence to overthrow 
democratic institutions.

Findings
Americans Evincing the Most Antisemitic Beliefs Also  
Support the Most Serious Violent Threats to Democracy
The data shows that support for political violence for causes on the right is significantly 
higher among individuals high in antisemitism than in the general public. 

Among Americans high in antisemitism1, support for the use of violence to restore 
Donald Trump to the presidency is three times higher than in the general population, 
15% vs. 5%. Similarly, while 12% of Americans score high on antisemitism, these 
attitudes are about three times more common among violent supporters of Trump 
(38%). Even when controlling for the influence of such important variables as gender, 
race, age group, education level, region, and socioeconomic status, the relationship 
between antisemitism and support for the use of violence to return the former president 
to office is substantially higher than in the general population. This holds, too,  
for numerous political goals associated with the right.

Figure 1 on the following page shows the survey results for each of four statements 
involving support for political violence related to causes on the right, as well as 
our “Force Right” index showing average levels of agreement with all four of these 
statements. The four right-valenced political violence questions measure support for 
(1) the use of force to restore Donald Trump to the presidency, (2) the use of force for 
preventing legal prosecution of Trump, (3) the use of force for preventing the teaching 
of critical race theory in schools, and (4) the use of force for preserving the rights of 
white Americans. 

1 Individual antisemitism is measured using the anti-Jewish Trope Index (AJTI is explained  
in the  appendix).
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Figure 1: Percent of Americans Who Agree, Neither Agree or Disagree, or Disagree  
with the Following Statements on the Use of Force for Causes on the Right 

Between 5% and 9% of the U.S. population (approximately 13 to 23 million adults) agree 
with each of these beliefs, with an additional 14% to 21% (36 to 55 million) expressing 
ambivalence about whether they do or not.2 Previous CPOST surveys have shown that 
asking respondents about “the use of force” and “the use of force even if some people 
are injured or killed” yields almost identical results, depending on the specific political 
objective in the question.

Figure 2 on the next page shows the relationship between these questions and  
high antisemitism.

2 The survey was fielded after the Manhattan District Attorney brought state criminal charges against former 
President Trump and before the Department of Justice brought federal criminal charges against him in 
connection with Trump’s handling of classified documents. However, the latter, as well as cases in Georgia 
and by the Department of Justice for attempting to overturn the 2020 presidential election, were all moving 
forward and widely reported on at the time. CPOST quarterly “Dangers to Democracy” surveys published in 
The Guardian” will track changes in American support for political violence through the 2024 election season 
and initial results show increases in such support. However, the purpose of this report is to understand the 
relationship between support for political violence and antisemitism, which was the focus of the spring 2023 
survey discussed here, though that relationship is likely to persist even as magnitudes change, since the 
results showing a correlation are robust to so many questions and specifications.

https://cpost.uchicago.edu/research/apv/surveys/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jul/25/us-political-crisis-radicalizing-republicans-democrats-alike
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/jul/25/us-political-crisis-radicalizing-republicans-democrats-alike
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Figure 2: Comparing Support for the Use of Force for Causes on the Right 
Among Americans High in Antisemitism to those in the General Public

Regardless of which statement we use to measure support for political violence, 
individuals who score high on antisemitism are more likely to support political violence 
in pursuit of goals associated with the political right. Thus, individuals who score high on 
antisemitism are still 2.8 times more likely to want to use force to prevent the teaching  
of CRT, 3.2 times more likely to want to use force to prevent Trump’s prosecution, 3 times 
more likely to want to use force to restore Trump to the White House, and 3 times more 
likely to support the use of force to preserve white rights. Combined, we see that they are 
more than 3.6 times more likely to score high on the “Force Right” combined index of all 
four of these items.

We also examine the converse: among supporters of political violence on the right, how 
common are individuals high in antisemitism? We find similar results: individuals who 
support right-valenced political violence are far more likely to also exhibit high levels of 
antisemitism, as Figure 3 on the next page shows.

Americans High  
in Antisemitism
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Figure 3: Comparing Antisemitism Among Americans in the General Public  
to those Who Support the Use of Force for Causes on the Right

Irrespective of which question we use to measure support for political violence, we 
find that people who support it tend to be more highly antisemitic. In fact, depending 
on the question, between 33% and 40% of respondents who expressed support for 
political violence on the right also exhibit high levels of antisemitism. This makes 
antisemitism between 2.8 to 3.3 times more common among supporters of political 
violence on the right.

These results indicate a substantial overlap in the United States between antisemitism 
and support for violence on the right.

Antisemitism is Highly Correlated with Belief in Dangerous Political  
Conspiracy Theories 
We also examined the relationship between antisemitism and a number of antidemocratic 
conspiracy beliefs which CPOST has consistently found to be associated with support for 
right-wing political violence. These include (1) that the 2020 election was stolen and Biden 
is an illegitimate president, (2) the “Great Replacement” idea that the Democratic Party, or 
Globalists (often a code word for Jews), are deliberately replacing the current electorate 
with more obedient voters from the third world, a conspiracy based on a core white 
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supremacist belief; and (3) the QAnon idea, which often echoes age-old antisemitic 
blood libels, that a secret group of Satanic-worshipping pedophiles is running the 
U.S. government.

We also examined the role of white status anxiety, particularly in the context of 
changing American demographics. We asked two questions: 1) that white Christians 
will become an oppressed minority in America, and 2) that African American or Hispanic 
people in the U.S. will eventually have more rights than white people. Answers to these 
two questions were also averaged to provide a score on the Status Loss Concern index. 

This study examines the proportion of Americans who agree with each of these 
conspiracies considered separately, as well as in combination and then in association 
with high antisemitism.

Figure 4 below and 5 on the next page show that between 10% and 25% of Americans 
agree with these dangerous political conspiracy theories.  

Figure 4: Percent of Americans Who Agree, Neither Agree nor Disagree,  
or Disagree with the Following Statements Related to Status Loss Concern
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Figure 5: Percent of Americans Who Agree, Neither Agree nor Disagree,  
or Disagree with the Following Statements on Conspiracy Theory Beliefs

Figure 6 below and 7 on the next page show the extent to which these beliefs are 
possessed by individuals with high antisemitism, measured by the anti-Jewish Trope 
Index. Compared to the general population, the strongest antisemitic Americans are 
between 1.6 and 2.8 times more likely to support these dangerous political conspiracy 
beliefs. This is consistent with prior ADL findings.

Figure 6: Comparing Support for Concerns over Status Loss Among Americans  
High in Antisemitism to those in the General Public
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Figure 7: Comparing Support for Conspiracy Beliefs Among Americans  
High in Antisemitism to those in the General Public

Figure 8 below and 9 on the next page reverse these associations to look at the 
prevalence of high antisemitism among those with conspiratorial beliefs. We see again 
that antisemitism is more common among individuals who hold conspiratorial beliefs 
than it is in the general population. The range is from 1.5 to 2.75 times.  

Figure 8: Comparing Antisemitism Among Americans in the General Public  
to those Who Support the Statements in the Status Loss Concern Index
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Figure 9: Comparing Antisemitism Among Americans in the General Public  
to those Who Agree with Conspiracy Theories

Similar to our findings regarding support for violent political threats to democracy,  
there is a strong association between the most antisemitic Americans and those 
Americans supporting dangerous political conspiracy theories.

Antisemitism correlates with support for political violence on the Left
To assess the relationship between antisemitism and support for violence on the left, 
we examined the proportion of Americans who agree with the use of force for three 
political causes associated with the political left: preventing police brutality against 
Black Americans and other vulnerable minorities, protecting voting rights for Black 
Americans and other marginalized groups, and restoring the federally protected right  
to abortion. We first consider support for these causes separately, next in combination,  
and then in association with high antisemitism scores.

Overall, Americans with strong antisemitic attitudes are about twice as likely as those 
in the general population to support the use of force to restore the federal right to 
abortion, protect minority voting rights, and prevent police brutality against minorities.

Figure 10 on the next page shows that between 9% and 14% of Americans support 
violence in support of political causes associated with the left.
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Figure 10: Percent of Americans Who Agree, Neither Agree nor Disagree, or Disagree 
with the Following Statements on the use of Force for Causes on the Left

Figure 11 below shows the extent to which these beliefs are possessed by individuals 
with high antisemitism scores. Compared to the general population, the most antisemitic 
Americans are between 1.5 and 2.0 times more likely to support violence in support of 
these left-valenced causes.

Figure 11: Comparing Support for the Use of Force for Causes on the Left 
Among Americans High in Antisemitism and in the General Public
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Figure 12 below reverses the analysis to look at the prevalence of high antisemitism 
among Americans who express support for left-oriented political violence. Once again,  
we find a pattern where higher levels of antisemitism are associated with support 
for political violence, this time on the left.  At the low end, 17% of Americans who 
express support for using force to protect minority voting rights and 20% of Americans 
expressing support for the use of force to restore abortion rights are highly antisemitic, 
compared to the 12% of the general population identified as highly antisemitic. At the 
high end, a striking 24% of Americans expressing support for the use of force to prevent 
police brutality are highly antisemitic, compared to 12% of the general population. 

In general, Americans who support the use of force for left-oriented causes are between 
1.4 to 2.0 times more likely to be highly antisemitic than the general population.

Figure 12: Comparing Antisemitism Among Americans in the General Public  
to those Who Support the Use of Force for Causes on the Left

Our analysis reveals that the relationship between antisemitism and political violence 
is not limited to only one part of the political spectrum. Support for political violence 
is associated with high levels of antisemitism, regardless of the political orientation 
of the specific causes. Further study is needed to better understand this relationship 
and how it manifests across political positions and ideologies. While the correlation 
of antisemitism with violent support for political causes associated with the right is 
greater, the association of antisemitism with support for the use of force in support  
of left-oriented causes is still significant and substantial.
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Antisemitism and other antidemocratic political positions
Among Americans high in antisemitism, support for ignoring the U.S. Constitution 
is nearly three times greater than in the general population, 31% vs. 13%. Similarly, 
while 12% of Americans scored high in antisemitism, these attitudes are more than 
twice as common among those willing to abandon the U.S. Constitution in the general 
population (28%).   

Among Americans high in antisemitism in this survey, the level of support for a “national 
divorce” between Red/Republican and Blue/Democratic states is over twice that of 
the general population, 33% vs. 16%. Similarly, while 12% of Americans have strong 
antisemitic attitudes overall, these are twice as common among those favoring a 
national divorce (24%).

Americans high in antisemitism are also nearly twice as likely as Americans in general 
to support declaring the United States a Christian nation, to believe that white Christians 
are oppressed, and expect whites to have less rights than minorities in the future.

Figure 13 below shows that between 13% and 18% of Americans agree with each  
of these antidemocratic positions.

Figure 13: Percent of Americans Who Agree, Neither Agree nor Disagree,  
or Disagree with the Following Antidemocratic Political Positions
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However, as Figure 14 below shows, support for these right wing antidemocratic 
positions is significantly higher among the most antisemitic Americans compared 
to the general population. These beliefs are only present in the general population 
at relatively low rates (18, 16, and 13% respectively), but nearly a third of Americans 
with high levels of antisemitism hold them (36, 33, and 31% respectively), making them  
between 2 and 2.4 times more common among individuals with high levels of antisemitism.

Figure 14: Comparing Support for Antidemocratic Political Positions Among 
Americans High in Antisemitism and in the General Public

And, as Figure 15 on the next page shows, the most antisemitic Americans are also 
more likely to support political attitudes that are deeply undermining of democracy. 
While our spring 2023 survey shows high antisemitism is only present in the general 
population at a rate of 12%, it is far higher among Americans who favor declaring 
the U.S. a Christian nation, effecting a national divorce, and setting aside the U.S. 
Constitution when it opposes their position, by a range of 1.5 to 2.4 times.
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Figure 15: Comparing Antisemitism Among Americans in the General Public  
to those Who Support Antidemocratic Norms

Hence, similar to the findings about American support for antidemocratic political 
violence, there is also a strong association between the most antisemitic 
Americans and those supporting a variety of fundamental political positions 
that are antithetical to democracy.
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Conclusion
This report shows that distrust of democracy and support for antidemocratic political 
violence have a significant relationship with antisemitism in contemporary American 
politics. Analysis of these dynamics reveals an overlap between antisemitism and other 
beliefs that are antithetical to the foundations of a pluralistic democracy, including 
conspiracy beliefs.

This is particularly concerning, because these antidemocratic attitudes, once more easily 
categorized as “fringe”, are increasingly common among significant segments of the 
American public. The findings suggest that if political violence aimed at overthrowing U.S. 
democracy were to increase further, that this escalation could reasonably be expected 
to increase violence against Jews—which is already at the highest level that has been 
observed in decades—as well. 
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Methodological Appendix
Building on their combined expertise on political violence and antisemitism, 
respectively, CPOST and ADL conducted a new nationally representative survey  
of approximately 8,083 American adults, with a margin of error near 1.5%. The survey, 
conducted by NORC between March 30 and May 5, 2023, asked Americans about 
their attitudes regarding a wide range of antisemitic tropes as well as their support for 
political violence and trust (or lack thereof) in democracy across a range of grievances, 
demography, and geography.   

The 8,000 respondents were randomly drawn from NORC’s AmeriSpeak panel of over 
50,000 people matched to the general U.S. population on dozens of demographic, 
social, economic, political and geographic factors. NORC uses door-to-door canvasing 
to capture hard to reach rural and other subpopulations as well as other techniques  
and is refreshed monthly on a rolling basis. AmeriSpeak’s technical methodology  
can be accessed here. CPOST uses NORC and AmeriSpeak for all its nationally 
representative surveys on American political violence.   

The large sample and small margin of error in this survey make it possible to 
reliably assess the relationship between antisemitic beliefs and support for 
antidemocratic policies and violence at a high level of granularity across a  
variety of grievances and indicators.

Measuring Antisemitism
In this study, we are particularly interested in the overlap between high antisemitism  
and support for political violence as well as antidemocratic conspiracy beliefs. 
Accordingly, our goal in measuring antisemitism in this report is producing a high 
confidence measure of particularly high levels of antisemitism and is not focused 
on tracking the prevalence of all antisemitic attitudes in the United States 
Appropriately, the ADL uses a different methodology to track antisemitism in 
general. Researchers deliberately chose, in other words, to potentially understate the 
correlation between antisemitic attitudes in general and support for political violence 
by focusing on agreement with the most prejudicial anti-Jewish tropes, rather than 
on the full panoply of anti-Jewish tropes researchers use when measuring the 
overarching prevalence of antisemitism.

https://amerispeak.norc.org/content/dam/amerispeak/research/pdf/AmeriSpeak%20Technical%20Overview%202019%2002%2018.pdf
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Specifically, in this report, we measure support for antisemitism understood as 
“prejudicial” antisemitism, meaning antisemitic attitudes that reflect bias against 
Jews that may lead to violence and other forms of discrimination but are not support 
for violence and discrimination themselves. We survey Americans on whether they 
agree with 7 historic anti-Jewish tropes or stereotypes used for decades by the ADL 
to track antisemitism in the U.S. and the world and which analysis has found to be 
statistically related factors. Then, we created the Anti-Jewish Trope Index (AJTI) 
which is the average of the 7 items for an individual respondent to our survey. Each 
of the 7 items is measured using a 5-point Likert scale from Strongly Disagree (1) to 
Strongly Agree (5) with a neutral midpoint (3) indicating ambivalence. The AJTI, as 
the average, also ranges from 1 to 5, with those scoring higher on this scale holding 
stronger antisemitic attitudes.

In this report we define having strong antisemitic attitudes as scoring a 3.0 or higher on 
the AJTI. The figure below presents the survey results for the 7 items.

Percent of Americans Who Support Prejudicial Antisemitism Based On Their 
Agreement With The Following Statements About Jews
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According to our measure, support for any one of the 7 antisemitic attitudes ranges 
from a high of 13% (Jews always like to be the head of things) to 4% (Jewish people are 
untrustworthy), with the remaining polling at a consistent 8-9% of agreement.  

The primary focus of this report is on the Americans who scored high on the AJTI. 
These individuals have highly consistent antisemitic attitudes, meaning they generally 
do not disagree with any of the anti-Jewish tropes presented. These Americans are not 
necessarily the only people to have antisemitic sentiments, but they are those clearly 
holding the most antisemitic sentiments.
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Anti-Defamation League @ADL @adl_national 

For a database of reports and resources on antisemitism,  
extremism and more, visit ADL.org.

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, ADL takes no position  
in support of or in opposition to any candidate for elected office.

https://www.facebook.com/adlorg
https://www.facebook.com/adlorg
https://x.com/ADL?s=20
https://x.com/ADL?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/adl_national/
https://www.instagram.com/adl_national/
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